
Prior Art Search Overview 



Start the prior art search by  
selecting one or more KEYWORDS. 



 
 
 
 

Use these menus 
to revise & 
narrow the 

search 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Open similar 
items 



Example of patent review  

• The next 8 slides illustrate how we could 
quickly review  

• patents & prior art documents for ideas on 
• existing methods  
• to achieve desired objectives.  



Evaluate similar technologies 
for methods which could be 
used in our design. 

Step 1: find relevant methods 



Freely rotatably mounted on the camshaft 76, as the input member of clutch 78,  
 
A second clutch 168 of-the slip coupling type (see FIGURE 4) consisting of a large 
gear rotatably mounted on camshaft 76 and frictionally driven by rotation of 
camshaft 76 through the medium of two oiled felt disks 112 and 114 pressed 
together by compression spring 120.  The slip clutch 108 is a necessary component 
due to the fact that camshaft 76 must be in motion even though the print wheel 22 
and its associated selecting mechanism are stopped at the selected printing 
position. 

 
 



FIGURE 2 is a detail perspective View of the positive cyclic clutch 
mechanism which can be seen below the typewheel in FIGURE 1 and 
which controls the camshaft cycles of rotation, the length being 
exaggerated for purposes of clarity. 



FIGURE 3 is a further detail view of the positive clutch mechanism shown in 
FIGURE 2 and illustrates the manner in which the sliding clutch member is keyed 
to the camshaft; 
 
The slidable member 86 (see FIGURE 3) is disposed on and keyed to the 
camshaft 76 by a cross key 88 whose ends fit in a slot 90 cut across the end of 
the slidable member 86.  



Two oiled felt disks 112 and 114 and two Washers 116 and 118, the combination 
being pressed together with the felt disks bearing against the gear 110 by the force of 
a compression spring 120.  
 



Step 2: Scroll to bottom to view other similar patents 



Step 3: find prior art 



 
 
 
 

Step 3: Google “find prior art” button adds terms last patent viewed  

Refine search 
terms & 

locate new 
matches 

We can then upload 
relevant result to 
RDBASE for future 

reference. 



Prior Art Search Overview 

Benchmarking In house technologies 



In this case study the 
developer (Raj Tuli) 

holds over 100 patents 
including 9 for printers.   

 
We can review his 
patents and other 

devices citing them. 
 

Ideally we should 
reference those where 

we are using or 
improving on prior in 
house developments. 

 
 
 

Benchmarking & advancing 
prior in house developments  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Step 1: find relevant methods 



CLAIMS: 
 
Power consumption is reduced considerably when scanning and printing simultaneously, as only one drive roller is employed instead 
of two or more, in other machines of similar functions. When printing only, the contact scanner is retracted from the drive roller via a 
cam mechanism, so as to remove any friction resistance between the roller and scanner glass, thus reducing the torque and power 
requirements on the drive motor. 
 
Size has also been reduced considerably for a machine with the described capabilities. Using the most compact configuration, in 
accordance with the invention, the absolute minimum dimensions were derived utilizing selected facsimile 
components. Length<12.0"×width<2.5"×height<2.0". 
 

Step 1: find relevant methods - reference where we are using or 
improving on prior in house developments. 



Step 2: Scroll to bottom to view other similar patents 



Step 3: find prior art 



 
 
 
 

Step 3: Google “find prior art” button adds terms last patent viewed  

Refine search 
terms & 

locate new 
matches 



Optional – export top 50 list 



We can then upload relevant results to RDBASE for future reference 



 
 
 
 

UPLOAD RELEVENT DOCUMENTS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Correlate documents to 
specific research variables & 

• Rate relevance  



 
 
 
 

TEAM CAN ACCESS THESE DOCUMENTS WHEN DESIGNING EXPERIMENTS 
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